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IMPORTANT NOTE

The prompts and items in this manual are based on actual writing tests taken by students. This manual
is provided exclusively for the purpose of training Virginia teachers and test administrators (to score the
Speaking subtest), and professional writing evaluators. It also may be used for training Virginia
educators to score student writing when used as a placement test. None of these materials should be
duplicated for students, or otherwise used to practice with students.

Copyrighted materials with special permission granted to Virginia educators.

VASELP_SW_Manual_r5d2  2/22/05  4:03 PM  Page 4



Table of Contents

Part 1 VIRGINIA SELP WRITING TEST ............................................................................7
Description of the Writing Test ................................................................................7
Student Checklists ........................................................................................................8
Characteristics of ELL Writing ....................................................................................9
Holistic Scoring............................................................................................................10
The Writing Rubric ......................................................................................................11
Prompts and Examples of Student Writing ........................................................13

Primary Level ........................................................................................................14
Elementary Level ................................................................................................38
Middle Grades Level ..........................................................................................62
High School Level ..............................................................................................85

Interpreting the Writing Score..............................................................................109

Part 2    VIRGINIA SELP SPEAKING TEST ....................................................................111
Description of the Speaking Test ........................................................................111

SCORING THE SPEAKING TEST........................................................................112
The Speaking Rubrics and Explanations ..........................................................112
Speaking Test Scoring Form..................................................................................116
Interpreting the Speaking Score..........................................................................119
FAQs about the Speaking Test ............................................................................120

VIRGINIA SELP SPEAKING / WRITING TRAINING MANUAL ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

5

VASELP_SW_Manual_r5d2  2/22/05  4:03 PM  Page 5



VASELP_SW_Manual_r5d2  2/22/05  4:03 PM  Page 6



Part 1 VIRGINIA SELP WRITING TEST

WRITING TEST 

Approximate Maximum
Level/ Prompt Number of Description of Writing Time Possible Points 
Grade Span Number Graphics Writing Activity per Prompt per Prompt

Primary 1 1 Description and/or Narrative 5 4

2 2 3 Description and/or Narrative 5 4

Elementary 1 1 Description and/or Narrative 5 4

3–5 2 3 Description and/or Narrative 5 4

Middle Grades 1 1 Description and/or Narrative 10 4

6–8 2 2 Opinion and/or Persuasion 10 4

High School 1 1 Description and/or Narrative 10 4

9–12 2 2 Opinion and/or Persuasion 10 4

Description of the Writing Test

The Virginia Stanford English Language Proficiency (SELP) Writing test is a direct writing assessment for
students from primary through grade 12. The Writing prompts are the fourth component of the test booklet,
following the Reading test. Students write their responses in their response booklets, except at the Primary
level, where they write directly in their test booklets on the lines provided.

There are two prompts per form at each of the four levels: Primary, Elementary, Middle Grades, and High
School. Employing two different prompts helps ensure that a writing sample is collected from as many
students as possible, regardless of their proficiency level. Each prompt, which is age appropriate, consists of 
a short text and one or more graphics.

The brief text of the prompt is printed in the test booklet and is also read by the test administrator so that
all students, even those with very low reading skills, can understand the Writing prompts. Both prompts 
1 and 2 for the Primary and Elementary levels are meant to elicit description and/or narrative writing.
Prompt 1 for Middle Grades and High School is also meant to elicit description and/or narrative writing, and
prompt 2 for Middle Grades and High School is designed to elicit opinion and/or persuasive writing. This
type of writing requires higher cognitive skills and is more appropriate for older students.

VIRGINIA SELP SPEAKING / WRITING TRAINING MANUAL
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For all levels except Primary, the printed text of each prompt also appears in the student’s response booklet
and is followed by two lined pages for students to write on. Following the lined pages, an editing checklist is
provided to help students focus on the components of their writing. At the Primary level, students write their
responses directly in the test booklet, and the two lined pages follow the prompt. Checklists are also
provided at the Primary level. Below are examples of the checklists.

Student Checklists

PRIMARY AND ELEMENTARY WRITING CHECKLIST

MIDDLE GRADES AND HIGH SCHOOL WRITING CHECKLIST

VIRGINIA SELP SPEAKING / WRITING TRAINING MANUAL
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Did I try to write in complete sentences?

Did I write about what I saw in the picture?

CHECKLIST

Did I use different words to describe what I saw?

Did I try to capitalize and punctuate correctly?

Did I think about how to spell the words correctly?
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Characteristics of ELL Writing

One of the most visible and pervasive characteristics of English Language Learner (ELL) writing at all ability
levels is phonetic spelling. Spelling, however, is only one component in the total evaluation of student
writing and should not take on excessive importance, especially when it does not interfere with
comprehension and when a word is easily recognizable as an English word. By the same token,
capitalization and punctuation are only part of the criteria used in making a judgment. So a sentence that is
recognizable without capitalization and punctuation is considered a sentence. For example: “dad sed I am
Bize” (Dad said, “I am busy.”). In upper level writing (score points 3 and 4), there are usually fewer errors in
spelling and mechanics than in lower level writing (score points 1 and 2), but these types of errors may still
be found at all levels of ELL writing.

Since typical sentence markers, a capital at the beginning and a period at the end, are often absent in ELL
writing, it is necessary to look for the elements of a basic English sentence—a subject, a verb, and maybe an
object. When these are present and in the correct order (SVO), the student has produced a sentence. An
increased number of sentences representing different ideas is one indication of the complexity, or
development, seen in higher level ELL writing.

Complexity is also demonstrated in the type of grammatical structures used and in the accuracy of their
construction. With the addition of adjectival and adverbial words and phrases (e.g., relative clauses and
prepositional phrases), simple sentences take on some complexity. Advanced structures like subordinate
clauses (beginning with “because,” “when,” “if,” etc.) can also be found in upper level ELL writing.

Another feature that differentiates upper from lower level ELL writing is word choice. In upper level writing,
choice of vocabulary becomes more precise and descriptive; for example “a student in the fifth grade” might
be used instead of “a girl.” As a student’s writing ability develops, a few idiomatic words and phrases may be
used. Although the register might be somewhat inappropriate, the attempt to incorporate idiomatic language
is a developmental sign of upper level writing.

Organization is an important writing convention of English. Logical progression of ideas, linking words
(“so,” “then,” “next,” etc.), and, to a much lesser extent, use of paragraphs, contribute to organization of ELL
writing. In upper level writing, where students are capable of expressing more ideas, the ability to organize
the ideas becomes a characteristic which can help differentiate between score points 3 and 4.

In general, judgments about ELL writing will be based on the number of ideas expressed (with sentences),
the precision of word choice, the complexity and accuracy of grammatical structures, and how all these
elements work together. From lower to higher ability levels of ELL writing, there is progressively greater
fluency—fewer errors and more idiomatic language—and increased complexity.

VIRGINIA SELP SPEAKING / WRITING TRAINING MANUAL
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Holistic Scoring

The Writing test is scored holistically. Holistic scoring consists of assigning a single score that is based on a
rater’s disciplined, overall impression of a student’s written response. This kind of scoring depends on the
rater balancing what the writer has done in several areas, such as clarity of meaning through structure and
spelling, length and complexity, and appropriateness of vocabulary.

Most state-mandated assessments of writing employ some form of holistic scoring. There are several very
good reasons for the popularity of holistic scoring. First, holistic scoring is extremely efficient. In the large-
scale assessment of writing, readers are usually able to be trained very quickly, can read and make
judgments on papers quickly, and have more flexibility in responding to the varied abilities and strategies
of ELL writing.

Holistic scoring is also quite reliable because all successful large-scale holistically scored writing assessments
adhere to generally accepted constraints: a scoring criteria guide (the rubric), use of sample papers, and
record keeping. This adherence has resulted in high levels of reliability that meet the most stringent criteria.

Another positive aspect to holistic scoring is the link it provides between reader and writer. A “conversation,”
albeit sometimes quite brief, with an experienced holistic reader yields an enlightened reading and evaluation.
Such individuals are open to the wide range of strategies that students use to attain their purposes. By
concentrating on comprehensible and meaningful content rather than solely on such concerns as length of
writing and sentence-level skills, holistic scoring is able to go beyond many conventional assessments. It
provides a framework in which two people (writer and reader) are involved in a silent dialogue.

Finally, holistic scoring embodies a developmental awareness that many find quite attractive. At each grade
level, emerging abilities—cognitive and linguistic—are given their due. It is also possible for holistic scoring to
inform instruction and learning about specific aspects of written expression if the types of annotation
modeled in this manual are included with the score.

VIRGINIA SELP SPEAKING / WRITING TRAINING MANUAL
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The Writing Rubric

The Virginia SELP Direct Writing subtest is scored with a 4-point holistic score scale or rubric. With the
increasing use of large-scale testing, it has become important to streamline the work of the teachers reading
and making judgments on ELL student writing. This rubric allows readers to quickly make a two-part
decision using the descriptions in the rubric. Decision one: Is this upper level writing (score point 3 or 4), or
is it lower level writing (score point 1 or 2)? Decision two: In which half of the level does this paper belong?
Both of these decisions are based on specific descriptions of each score point. These descriptions form the
rubric, which follows.
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The Virginia SELP Writing Rubric appears below.

Directions: Use this rubric to holistically score both Prompts 1 and 2 for all levels (Primary through
High School). Look at the descriptions for the score points below. Use the key words in bold for each
score point to help guide your decision.

VA SELP Writing Rubric
Grades 2–12

SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

Score 4 Consistent Control
• Central idea is clearly focused and consistently supported with

relevant details.
• Writing has consistent and appropriate organization.
• Writing shows evidence of voice and tone throughout.
• Vocabulary is generally precise and expansive.
• Sentences are cohesive and varied.
• Occasional errors in spelling, mechanics, or structure do not interfere with

meaning or disrupt the flow of ideas.

Score 3 Reasonable Control
• Central idea is focused and supported with some relevant details.
• Writing has generally appropriate organization.
• Writing shows some evidence of voice and tone.
• Vocabulary is often precise and varied.
• Sentences are generally cohesive and varied.
• A number of errors in spelling, mechanics, and structure occur, but they are

not serious enough to interfere with meaning.

Score 2 Inconsistent Control
• Central idea is not supported by details OR details are not connected to a

central idea.
• Writing has little or inappropriate organization.
• Writing shows limited evidence of voice and tone.
• Vocabulary is related to the prompt but may be limited or repetitive.
• Sentences are disjointed or patterned.
• Frequent errors in spelling, mechanics, and structure interfere with meaning.

Score 1 Little Control
• Little or no evidence of central idea.
• Writing lacks organization.
• Writing shows no evidence of voice and tone.
• Vocabulary is related to the prompt and may be presented as a list.
• Sentences may be very simple or incomplete.
• Numerous errors in spelling, mechanics, and structure obscure meaning.

Score 0 Non-Scorable
• Incoherent
• No writing, or very minimal writing
• Illegible, incomprehensible
• Numbers, copy of prompt
• Solely in a foreign language
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Reminder

The prompts and items in this manual are based on actual writing tests taken by students. This manual
is provided exclusively for the purpose of training Virginia teachers and test administrators (to score the
Speaking subtest), and professional writing evaluators. It also may be used for training Virginia
educators to score student writing when used as a placement test. None of these materials should be
duplicated for students, or otherwise used to practice with students.

Copyrighted materials with special permission granted to Virginia educators.

Prompts and Examples of Student Writing

This section contains sample papers for Primary, Elementary, Middle Grades, and High School levels, for both
prompts 1 and 2. There are three papers for each score point, 1 through 4, in order to show variations
within a score point. Accompanying each student’s paper is a detailed annotation commenting on elements
of the writing that helped determine the holistic score.
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Primary Prompt 1
DIRECTIONS

Look at the picture. Write about what you see in the picture. Tell a story about this picture.
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The writing is somewhat comprehensible, although the reader must interpret a number of words.
The sentences are simple and phonetic spelling is used.

SC
ORE POINT LOW
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1SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing is a description of the picture and lacks organization. The vocabulary is presented as a
list, and the sentences are often incomplete. Numerous spelling errors occur. However, a central
idea is present which helps make this a high 1.

PRIMARY LEVEL - PROMPT 1
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C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing is comprehensible. The sentences are simple, and numerous mechanical and spelling
errors occur. No voice or tone is evident.
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2SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing contains little evidence of a central idea and has insufficient detail. There is some
organization but no tone or voice. The vocabulary, though related to the prompt, is repetitive and
sentences are patterned.
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2S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing is organized and has sufficient detail. The vocabulary is impressive, giving the writing
voice and tone. However, the disjointed sentences and mechanical and structural errors keep it
from being a high 2.
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2SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing has a central idea and details, but the details are not connected well to the central idea.
It has some voice, but the vocabulary is not precise and spelling errors interfere with meaning.
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3SC
ORE POINT LOW

Although this writing has some punctuation and spelling errors, it rates higher than a score point 2
because of its focused, central idea and relevant details. The writing has good voice and tone.
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3S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing has a nice beginning, middle, and end, demonstrating appropriate organization. 
A central idea is evident. It has strong voice and tone. Sentences are varied with transitions, which
give them cohesion. The spelling and mechanical errors keep this writing from being a high 3.
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3SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

This writing has a central idea, relevant details, and considerable voice, tone, and organization, but
errors in grammatical structure and punctuation keep it from being a score point 4.
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4SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing has a good story line. The organization is appropriate and sentences are varied and
cohesive. However, some repetition and several spelling and punctuation errors occur. This keeps
the writing from being a middle 4.
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4S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing has a focused, central idea supported with relevant details. It has good organization
and precise vocabulary. Although no spelling errors occur, there is not enough voice and tone to
bring this to the level of a high 4. The writing is more of a report than a story.
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4SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

This writing is a story with a strong beginning, middle, and end. Voice and tone are evident
throughout the writing. The sentences are cohesive and varied. Though occasional spelling errors
occur and quotation marks are not used, the writing represents the high end of score point 4.
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Primary Prompt 2
DIRECTIONS 

Look at the three pictures. Write a story about what you see in the pictures.
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1SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing is somewhat comprehensible, but there are numerous errors in spelling and
mechanics. There is no punctuation. Most of the vocabulary is imprecise, keeping this at a low 1.
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1SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing shows a hint of a central idea. There is some evidence of organization, but the
sentences are simple and numerous errors in spelling and mechanics obscure meaning.

1S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing contains no evidence of a central idea. There is no voice and tone. Some organization
is evident, but the vocabulary is imprecise and numerous errors in spelling and mechanics occur.
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2SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing has some organization, which brings it to the level of score point 2. The vocabulary is
related to the prompt. However, the writing lacks voice and tone and sentences are disjointed.
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2S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing has a central idea, some details, and some evidence of voice and tone. However,
sentences are disjointed, and spelling and mechnical errors interfere with meaning.
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2SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing has some organization and is beginning to show some voice and tone. Also, the
vocabulary is related to the prompt. However, the lack of appropriate organization and story
development keep it from being a score point 3. Moreover, the repetition plus the spelling and
mechnical errors obscure some meaning.
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3SC
ORE POINT LOW

The central idea, details, voice, and tone bring this writing to the level of a score point 3. It is
organized and has varied sentences. The mechanical and spelling errors obstruct the fluency,
causing it to stay at a low 3.

ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

VASELP_SW_Manual_r5d2  2/22/05  4:04 PM  Page 32



PRIMARY LEVEL - PROMPT 2

Copyright © 2005 by the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Education. Copyright © 2004 by Harcourt Assessment, Inc. All rights reserved. 33

3S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing is organized and focused, and the vocabulary is generally precise. There is some
evidence of voice and tone. There are a few spelling and mechanical errors, e.g., no periods and
only two capital letters, but these do not interfere with meaning.
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3SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing has excellent organization and the grammatical structure is correct. However, the
writing does not achieve a score point 4 because it lacks voice and tone, has insufficient details,
and does not have expansive vocabulary.
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4SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing has a central idea, which is supported with relevant details. The sentences are cohesive
and varied. The writing’s limited voice and tone and insufficient punctuation keep it from achieving
a higher score point.
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4S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing has a clear, central idea with relevant details. It presents a nice story line, has good
voice and tone, and creative and expansive vocabulary. The writing presents only minimal errors,
such as a lack of an “ed” ending on “help” and quotation marks around “The Giant Pumpkin.”
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4SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing has excellent voice and tone, a number of details, excellent elaboration, exceptional
closure, and great imagination. There are occasional errors in spelling, mechanics, and structure,
but these do not interfere with meaning or disrupt the flow of ideas.
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Elementary Prompt 1
DIRECTIONS

Look at the picture. Write about what you see in the picture. Tell a story about this picture.
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1SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing is mostly comprehensible but too short to show organization. There is no voice and
tone. The spelling is fairly accurate, but structural errors obscure some meaning. The writing is
minimal, keeping it at a low 1.
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1S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing is related to the prompt, but it has no evidence of voice. It lacks organization.
Numerous spelling, mechanical, and structural errors obscure meaning, causing much of the
writing to be unintelligible.
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1SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing has vocabulary that is related to the prompt. It shows some organization and complete
thoughts. However, there is little evidence of a central idea.

ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

2SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing has a central idea, which is supported with some detail, but much of that detail is
difficult to understand. It has some organization and vocabulary, which is related to the prompt.
However, the writing shows limited voice and writing mechanics are weak.
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42 Copyright © 2005 by the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Education. Copyright © 2004 by Harcourt Assessment, Inc. All rights reserved.

2S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing shows some evidence of organization and the vocabulary is related to the prompt.
Some structural errors occur, however, and interfere with meaning. The writing also contains
limited to no voice and tone.
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2SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing has a central idea, but it is not supported by details. It has little organization and
limited evidence of voice and tone. The vocabulary relates to the prompt but is limited. The
absence of a focused, central idea keeps this writing from being a score point 3.
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 1

The writing shows evidence of appropriate organization and precise vocabulary, but not voice
or tone. The sentences are not cohesive. Some spelling errors occur, but they do not interfere
with meaning.

ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

3SC
ORE POINT LOW
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 1

The writing has a central idea, which is supported by some detail. The writing is organized and the
vocabulary is precise. However, there is no evidence of voice or tone. This keeps the writing from
earning a higher score point rating.

ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

3S
C
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 1

The writing has a focused, central idea with supporting details. It is appropriately organized with
some evidence of voice and tone. The sentences are cohesive and varied. Spelling errors do occur,
but they do not interfere with meaning.

ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

3SC
ORE POINT HIG

H
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 1

4SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing has cohesive and varied sentences: compound, complex, and simple. There is evidence
of voice and tone throughout and the vocabulary is precise. However, the organization is not
consistent or appropriate, and the central idea is not supported with relevant details. This keeps
the writing at a low 4.
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 1

4S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

There is evidence of voice and tone throughout the writing. In general, the vocabulary is precise
(e.g., “glass bottel,” and “plastic zone”). The sentences are not completely cohesive, although they
are varied. Spelling errors do occur, but they do not disrupt the flow of ideas.
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 1

4SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing has a clearly focused, central idea, which is supported by details. It has excellent
organization and shows evidence of tone. The vocabulary is precise and expansive. The sentences
are cohesive and flow appropriately.
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 2

Elementary Prompt 2
DIRECTIONS 

Look at the three pictures. Write a story about what you see in the pictures.
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 2

1SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing is coherent, but it has no central idea and insufficient information to determine
organization. It is a simple sentence with no tone or voice.

ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

1S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing has some organization, and the vocabulary is related to the prompt. However, it
displays no evidence of voice or tone. This is a solid score point 1.

VASELP_SW_Manual_r5d2  2/22/05  4:04 PM  Page 51



52 Copyright © 2005 by the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Education. Copyright © 2004 by Harcourt Assessment, Inc. All rights reserved.

ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 2

1SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing shows some evidence of a central idea, but it is not sufficient to bring it up to a Score
Point 2. It shows an attempt at organization, but no voice is evident. Vocabulary is related to the
prompt and the spelling is good.
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 2 ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

The writing has evidence of a central idea and some organization. The vocabulary is related to the
prompt and is somewhat expansive. The sentences are disjointed. The writing has all the qualities
of a score point 2 except it lacks voice and tone. For this reason, it is a low 2.

2SC
ORE POINT LOW
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 2

2S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing has some organization (e.g., “first,” “next”), which helps bring this up from a Score
Point 2 Low. This writing also has better use of mechanics than that which is usually seen in lower
level papers. The sentences are somewhat disjointed, but the ideas are clearly seen.
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 2 ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

2SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

This writing makes use of grammatical structures and complete sentences, but its central idea is
not supported with details. This keeps it from being a Score Point 3. The vocabulary is related to
the prompt, but the writing shows limited evidence of voice and tone. The reason it is not a lower
score point paper is because it does have organization, and its errors do not interfere with the
conveyance of meaning.
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 2

3SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing has a central idea and is beginning to show some details. It is organized and the
spelling is accurate. Some errors in structure occur, but they do not interfere with meaning. The
amount of imprecise vocabulary keeps this writing at a low 3.
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 2

3S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing has a focused, central idea and some details. It is organized and shows some evidence
of voice and tone. The sentences are cohesive. Although the vocabulary is often imprecise and
punctuation is lacking, the paper is a solid 3.
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 2

3SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing meets the conditions for a score point 3. The precise vocabulary, good sentence
structure, relevant details, and advanced mechanics make this writing a high 3.
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 2

The writing has a clear, central idea with plenty of voice and tone. The vocabulary is expansive and
sentences are varied and cohesive. There are some errors in spelling, but these do not interfere
with meaning. The mechanical problems keep this from being a higher score point paper.

ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

4SC
ORE POINT LOW
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 2

4S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing has a clearly focused, central idea with good organization. The transitions are very
appropriate and the voice is expressive. Some of the mechanical problems keep this writing from
rising to a Score Point 4 High.
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL - PROMPT 2

4SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing includes a title. It has strong voice and tone. Transitions and sentence cohesion make
the writing very fluent. The vocabulary is precise and expansive. Very few errors are made. The last
sentence is an appropriate ending.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 1

Middle Grades Prompt 1
DIRECTIONS

Look at the picture. Write about what you see in the picture. Tell a story about this picture.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 1

1S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing lacks organization, but there is some thought to it. There are numerous spelling errors
and incomplete sentences that obscure the writing’s meaning.

1SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing is very simple. The vocabulary is related to the prompt in the form of a list.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 1

1SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing is a list of sentences. The vocabulary is limited but is related to the prompt.

2SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing is choppy and disjointed. There is no evidence of organization. The ideas are presented
in the form of a list but in random order. The vocabulary is repetitive, imprecise, and limited.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 1

2S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing is somewhat organized yet the ideas are not organized. There is very little evidence of
a central idea. The vocabulary is repetitive. The writing needs more development, although there is
evidence of some structure.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 1 ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

The writing has little organization. The writing details are not connected to the central idea.
Sentences are choppy and disjointed. The vocabulary is limited and repetitive.

2SC
ORE POINT HIG

H
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 1

3SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing has a good approach and there is evidence of voice. There is limited control of verb
tense and usage, but it does not interfere with meaning. Good mechanics and good use of
transitions are demonstrated. The writing is creative and there is correct dialogue usage.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 1

3S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing is short and incompletely developed. There is reasonable control, with a clear
beginning and end. There is evidence of language command and sophisticated use of language.
The writing loses cohesion at the end.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 1

3SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing is sufficient in length, with a strong, central idea. There is evidence of supportive
information with minimal repetition. The writing has many run-on sentences with some
punctuation errors. There is evidence of language command and fluency.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 1

4SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing is a strong narrative composition, well organized, with evidence of voice and tone. It
uses precise language and attempted dialogue. Writing is logical, with occasional errors in spelling.
Vocabulary is somewhat precise and expansive.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 1

4S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing contains great voice and tone. There is a strong, central idea with supportive and
relevant details. The writing contains a strong composition, with some spelling errors that do not
interfere with the writing’s meaning. There is evident language command and well phrased
wording. The writing lacks paragraph breaks.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 1

4SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing is sufficient in length. It is well organized with precise vocabulary. The writing shows
evidence of voice and tone. There are some errors that do not disrupt the flow of ideas. Sentences
are cohesive and varied.
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Middle Grades Prompt 2
DIRECTIONS 

People like to spend their time in different ways. Look at the pictures. How are they the same?
How are they different? Why would a person like one of these better than the other? Give as
many reasons as you can.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 2 ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 2

1SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing shows no evidence of a central idea. It demonstrates a limited vocabulary and very
simple sentences.

ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

1S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing shows no evidence of a central idea, but there is one statement related to the prompt.

VASELP_SW_Manual_r5d2  2/22/05  4:04 PM  Page 74



Copyright © 2005 by the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Education. Copyright © 2004 by Harcourt Assessment, Inc. All rights reserved. 75

MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 2 ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

1SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing attempts structure. The vocabulary is repetitive but related to the prompt. There is little
organization with few details. Some simple sentences are presented in the form of a list.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 2 ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

2SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing shows little organization. There are some details that are not connected to a central
idea. Limited voice is attempted through disjointed sentences and repetitive vocabulary.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 2 ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

2S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing shows little organization through disjointed sentences and repetitive vocabulary. There
is some voice and tone in the writing.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 2 ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

2SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing lacks a central idea. The topic is not fully addressed. There is little or inappropriate
organization. The use of vocabulary is limited.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 2 ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

3SC
ORE POINT LOW

The writing shows appropriate organization. There is some evidence of voice and tone. Supportive
details are present. The existence of some errors in spelling and mechanics do not interfere 
with meaning.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 2 ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

3S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing shows an attempt at organization, but it is ineffective. There is evidence of voice and
tone with some reasonable control. Though the writing displays some good examples, the
vocabulary is generally imprecise, with details that are only sometimes relevant to the central idea.
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MIDDLE GRADES LEVEL - PROMPT 2 ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

3SC
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The writing shows good organization. There are errors in spelling and mechanics that do not
interfere with meaning. Some supporting details are present, and imprecise vocabulary is used.
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ORE POINT LOW

The writing shows good organization, and it addresses the prompt. There are occasional errors in
spelling and mechanics that do not interfere with meaning. There is evidence of a central idea and
supportive details, but not a lot of expansive vocabulary.
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The writing shows strong organization with a well-supported central idea. Sentences are varied,
cohesive, and well-structured. The vocabulary is generally precise, with very few errors in spelling
and mechanics throughout the writing.
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The writing has a clear and strong central idea. It shows excellent organization, with few errors in
spelling and mechanics. The vocabulary is sophisticated, precise, and varied. Sentence structure is
apparent, with many relevant details.
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High School Prompt 1
DIRECTIONS

Look at the picture. Write about what you see in the picture. Tell a story about this picture.
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The writing shows an incomplete sentence, yet it relates to the prompt.

HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL - PROMPT 1 ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

VASELP_SW_Manual_r5d2  2/22/05  4:04 PM  Page 86



Copyright © 2005 by the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Education. Copyright © 2004 by Harcourt Assessment, Inc. All rights reserved. 87

HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL - PROMPT 1 ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

1SC
ORE POINT HIG

H

The writing shows no cohesive organization. There is uncontrolled organization and capitalization.
There is some attempt to fit the prompt, but a central idea is not really present. Many verbs are
missing and it shows little fluency. This is a high 1 paper instead of a middle 1 because the writing
begins with a paragraph instead of a list of sentences.

1S
C

O
RE POINT MIDDLE

The writing shows evidence of some central idea. Sentences are presented in a series and in the
form of a list. The vocabulary is very limited.
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This writing shows little evidence of organization and only what seems to be an attempt at a
central idea. Some details are present that are not connected to the central idea. There are
frequent errors in spelling and mechanics.
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This writing shows little organization. There is little voice and tone because of repetitive language.
The vocabulary is limited and there is little related to the prompt. Sentences are disjointed, with
many spelling and mechanical errors. There are many punctuation errors.
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This writing shows some details but no real central idea. Sentences are choppy due to the use of
imprecise vocabulary. There is very limited evidence of voice and tone.
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This writing shows some evidence of a central idea. The vocabulary is limited, with many spelling
and mechanical errors.
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This writing shows some organization with regard to central idea. The vocabulary is limited, but it
does not interfere with meaning.
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This writing shows appropriate organization by means of good storytelling. There is evidence of
good voice and tone. The vocabulary is well used and sophisticated. There are some spelling and
sentence errors that do not interfere with meaning. Good transitions are also present.
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This writing shows some evidence of a central idea, but it is not completely focused. There is not 
a clear pattern of organization, yet some exists. There is evidence of excellent, sophisticated
language usage.
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This writing shows a central idea and organization. There are some punctuation and mechanical
errors that do not interfere with meaning. Some transitions are present, and there is use of
sophisticated language.
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This writing is a clear, narrative writing with a strong, central idea. There is excellent chronological
organization with relative and supportive details. The vocabulary is generally precise, with
occasional errors but nothing that disrupts the flow of the writing.
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High School Prompt 2
DIRECTIONS

There are different ways to do schoolwork. Look at the pictures. How are they the same? How
are they different? Why would a person like one of these better than the other? Give as many
reasons as you can.
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This writing shows no central idea, but the vocabulary relates to the prompt. The sentences are
simple, with many spelling and mechanical errors that obscure meaning.
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This writing shows no central idea or organization, but the vocabulary relates to the prompt. There
is no evidence of voice and tone.
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This writing shows no central idea but some organization. The vocabulary is related to the prompt.
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This writing shows little evidence of organization but maintains a central idea. There is limited
voice and tone, with some supporting details. Frequent spelling and mechanical errors interfere
with meaning.
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This writing shows limited organization without a real central idea. The vocabulary is repetitive,
with many spelling and mechanical errors.
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This writing shows some evidence of organization but no real central idea. The vocabulary is
limited and repetitive with some supporting details. There is limited voice and tone.
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This writing shows a central idea. There is evidence of voice and tone through the use of varied
sentences. The vocabulary is somewhat precise, yet includes some errors, such as the use of
“think” instead of “thing.” There are supporting details throughout the writing.
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This writing shows a central idea with few supporting details. There are some grammatical errors
that do not interfere with meaning. Sentences are generally cohesive and varied.
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This writing shows a central idea with few supporting details. There is a clear, cohesive focus with
good use of vocabulary. There is evidence of parallel structure, voice, and tone.
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This writing shows evidence of a central idea with enough supportive details. The vocabulary is
precise, with varied sentence use.

4SC
ORE POINT LOW
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This writing shows good organization and a central idea. There is evidence of voice and tone
through the use of precise language and vocabulary. The writing maintains good sentence
structure with supporting details and few mechanical errors.
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This writing shows a very strong, central idea and tight organization. There is strong sentence
structure, precise vocabulary, and great voice and tone. There are many details that relate to and
support the central idea, with minimal mechanical errors.
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Interpreting the Writing Score

You will receive cut scores corresponding to each of the four proficiency levels developed for Virginia SELP.
The four proficiency levels are: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, and Level 4. For each proficiency level, there are
narrative descriptions that explain briefly how a student at each level is typically capable of performing.
Below are the descriptions.

NOTE: These narratives are used only when the Direct Writing subtest is administered.

LEVEL 1 This student’s Writing performance level is Level 1. This student may be able to write or print his or
her own name, and copy words directly from the prompt. This student’s writing is mostly incomprehensible
or there is no response.

LEVEL 2 This student’s Writing performance level is Level 2. This student is able to write some simple
words, very common phrases, and may even be able to produce a simple sentence. This student’s writing is
limited and contains numerous errors.

LEVEL 3 This student’s Writing performance level is Level 3. This student generally shows some
understanding of the English Level 2 composition skills. This student is able to write about familiar,
concrete topics, but with some word choice or vocabulary errors. This student is able to express ideas with
somewhat complex structures.

LEVEL 4 This student’s Writing performance level is Level 4. This student shows an understanding of
sentence structure. This student has good mastery and understanding of grade-appropriate, Level 2
composition skills. This student expresses more abstract ideas using complex structures and accurate and
varied vocabulary, and with only occasional errors in spelling, word choice, and sentence structure. These
errors do not distract readers or cause confusion about the meaning.
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Part 2 VIRGINIA SELP SPEAKING TEST

SPEAKING TEST 

Question Max Points
Numbers Activity Description of Activity per Question

1–3 Warm-Up Simple questions—UNSCORED 0

4–8 Repeat/ Student repeats a word, phrase, or sentence from a 2
Read Aloud prompt that is both printed and spoken.

9–13 Sentence Student completes a sentence; the first part of the 2
Completion sentence is both printed and spoken, and a picture

suggests how the sentence should be completed.

14 Storytelling Student tells a story based on three 4
sequenced pictures.

15–19 Social Student responds to a question or statement that 2
Interaction requires a rejoinder.

Description of the Speaking Test

The Speaking test is the fifth component in the test booklet, except at the Primary level where it is in a
separate booklet, and at the Preliteracy level where it is in the Directions for Administering. The Speaking
test is individually administered, taking approximately 10 minutes, and consisting of 19 questions. The
questions can be read from the Directions for Administering by the test administrator. The questions, along
with graphics, are also printed in the Elementary, Middle Grades, and High School test booklets for students
to read.

During the Speaking test, students use only their test booklets, except at the Preliteracy level where the
student views the questions in the DFA. The administrator takes the response booklet and uses the Speaking
Test Scoring Form, located at the back of the response booklet, to fill in a judgment for each response as a
student answers the Speaking test questions. In Primary and Preliteracy, it is in the back of the test booklet.
Student responses are not recorded.
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Scoring the Speaking Test

Below are the directions for scoring the Virginia SELP Speaking test and the rubrics which are also found in
the Directions for Administering the Virginia SELP Test.

The Speaking Rubrics and Explanations

GENERAL DIRECTIONS: Read the following four rubrics in this section and study them thoroughly. Then
take the Speaking test yourself. Before you begin administering the Speaking test, carefully read the scoring
form. As you score each student response on the scoring form, use the key words above each score point to
guide your decision. If you need further help in making a decision, look at the descriptions for the score
points below the grid.

Questions 1–3 WARM-UP

DO NOT SCORE

NOTE: During questions 1–3, encourage students to speak loudly so that their responses for the rest of the
test may easily be scored. Help them feel as comfortable as possible speaking. Be very positive—no response
is incorrect.

Questions 4–8 REPEAT/READ ALOUD

Score Point 2 • Response shows Good Fluency—accurate pronunciation of 
individual sounds, natural speech rate, intonation, and rhythm.

• Response is linguistically accurate—no or very few minor 
phonemic/phonetic or grammatical errors.

Score Point 1 • Response shows Some Fluency—some problems with 
pronunciation of individual sounds, speech rate, 
intonation, and rhythm, but these do not cause serious 
problems in intelligibility.

• Response contains several linguistic errors—
phonemic/phonetic or grammatical.

Score Point 0 • Response shows No Fluency—refusal to speak, speaking only in
native language; insufficient information to score or unintelligible.

DIRECTIONS FOR SCORING: In questions 4–8, single words, phrases, and sentences are repeated/read aloud
primarily in order to assess pronunciation. You will be scoring individual sounds, such as vowels and consonants,
which are called segments. These can occur word–initially, –medially, and –finally. For example, a student who
says “djong” when trying to say “young” has made a pronunciation error in the first sound of the word.
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You will also assess rate of speech, rhythm, and intonation, which are called suprasegmentals. Very slow,
halting speech is an example of a problem with rate of speech; speech that is at a fairly normal rate, but
choppy, indicates a problem with rhythm. Typical English sentence intonation rises at the end of the
sentence, on the last content word of the sentence, and then falls. Intonation that does not change at all 
or changes in an unnatural place would be inaccurate.

Students are not creating original grammatical structures, so grammar errors will probably be infrequent 
and are not an important aspect in scoring these questions. However, it is possible that students might 
omit a word(s) or substitute one small function word (like a preposition) for another. These would be 
considered errors.

Questions 9–13 SENTENCE COMPLETION

Score Point 2 • Good Structure and Precise Vocabulary: response is 
informationally appropriate to the prompt.

• Response is free of linguistic errors—pronunciation or 
grammatical—or contains a few minor errors.

Score Point 1 • Some Structure and Some Vocabulary although one or 
more words may not be precise; response is somewhat 
informationally appropriate to the prompt.

• Response contains a few serious linguistic errors—
pronunciation or grammatical—or several minor errors, but 
is intelligible.

Score Point 0 • No Structure; Unintelligible: insufficient information 
to score; refusal to speak; speaking only in native language; 
only repeating prompt.

DIRECTIONS FOR SCORING: Questions 9–13 assess students’ ability to create an original short sentence
based on a picture. Part of a sentence is provided in print and orally, and the remaining part that the
students create should be the completion of the sentence. You will be evaluating the sentence on whether it
contains the necessary features—a subject and a verb, which should agree (she is running, they are running).
In addition, the printed part of the sentence may require a specific verb tense, so you will also be scoring
the sentence on whether the verb tense is appropriate. For example, “Yesterday. . . (plus a picture of a boy
and girl at a zoo)” requires a sentence in the past tense. So a student would be expected to say something
like this: “Yesterday the boy and girl were at the zoo.” Both the subject and verb are plural and in
agreement, and the verb is in the past tense, as indicated by “yesterday.”

The picture provided suggests the kind of nouns and verbs to be used in the completed sentence. The
student’s response should make sense in relation to the situation portrayed. So, choice of vocabulary
(preciseness of vocabulary) is to be assessed. Additionally, pronunciation, rate of speech, intonation, and
rhythm should also be evaluated.
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Question 14 STORYTELLING
Score Point 4 • Shows High Level of Ability to produce a spoken response

to a set of three pictures.
• Very Few Errors (minor) in pronunciation and grammar; 

speech includes complex sentence structures; vocabulary is 
precise and varied, including idiomatic expressions.

• Errors never distract listeners’ attention or cause confusion 
about meaning.

• Speech is well organized; information is plausible and 
precise and is presented logically and with appropriate 
transitions.

Score Point 3 • Shows Ability to produce a spoken response to a set of 
three pictures.

• Some Errors (mostly minor) in pronunciation and 
grammar; some variety in sentence structure; vocabulary in 
general is appropriate and varied, perhaps including some 
use of idiomatic expressions.

• Errors generally do not distract listeners’ attention or cause 
confusion about meaning.

• Speech is generally well organized; information is generally 
plausible and precise and is presented logically and with 
appropriate transitions.

Score Point 2 • Shows Some Ability to produce a spoken response to a set 
of three pictures.

• Numerous Errors in pronunciation, grammar, and 
vocabulary; heavy reliance on simple sentence structures, 
with almost no use of idiomatic expressions.

• Errors are often distracting to listeners and cause confusion 
about meaning.

• Speech may be insufficient and present poorly organized or 
disorganized information; information may be imprecise or 
inaccurate.

Score Point 1 • Very Limited ability to respond to a set of three pictures.
• Speech contains Very Little Correct pronunciation, 

grammar, and vocabulary; single words instead of 
complete thoughts.

• Numerous and serious problems distract listeners and cause 
confusion about meaning; may be incoherent in places.

• Amount of speech is minimal; information may be irrelevant 
or inaccurate.

Score Point 0 • Too Minimal to score or Unintelligible; refusal to speak; 
no response; response in a language other than English or 
only repeating prompt; insufficient information to score.
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DIRECTIONS FOR SCORING: Question 14 consists of a single storytelling task based on a set of three
sequential pictures. This type of task elicits an extended response, which is expected to be longer than 
any of the other tasks in the Speaking test. So the amount of language produced as well as the quality of
language will be assessed.

Pronunciation, rate of speech, intonation, and rhythm should also be evaluated along with grammar and 
the ability to choose appropriate and precise vocabulary. In addition, organization is evaluated since the 
set of pictures supports the use of organizational devices, such as first, next, then, and last.

Questions 15–19 SOCIAL INTERACTION

Score Point 2 • Response Appropriate for the prompt; vocabulary is 
precise.

• Response is free of linguistic errors—pronunciation or 
grammar—or contains only one minor error.

Score Point 1 • Response Somewhat Appropriate for the prompt; one or 
more words may not be precise.

• Response contains one serious or two minor linguistic 
errors—pronunciation or grammar—but is intelligible.

Score Point 0 • Response Unintelligible or refusal to speak; no response;
response in a language other than English; repeating
prompt; insufficient information to score.

DIRECTIONS FOR SCORING: Questions 15–19 assess the ability to respond in a socially appropriate
manner to a short conversation opener, which typically would elicit a brief rejoinder from a native English
speaker. You will assess the appropriateness of the response. While appropriate and precise vocabulary is
important to the response, there is usually not just one way to respond. For example, to the question 
“Hi, how are you?” there are different acceptable responses:

I’m fine, thanks.
Fine, thanks. How are you?
Great. What about you?
Great!
I’ve been better.
Not doing so good.

In addition to different content, responses can also differ in structure, as shown in the sample responses
above. A response can be a complete sentence, but it doesn’t need to be. A sentence fragment might also
be considered completely appropriate responses. Pronunciation, rate of speech, intonation, and rhythm
should be evaluated along with grammar.
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The SELP Speaking Scoring Form is below. It is located in the student response booklet for all levels except
Preliteracy and Primary, where it is in the back of the test booklet.

FOR TEACHER USE ONLY
Virginia SELP Test

Speaking Test Scoring Form

DIRECTIONS FOR SCORING

After the student responds to each question, fill in the appropriate circle for the score. Fill in only one 
circle per question. Use a soft-lead (No. 2) pencil. Follow the rubrics included in the Speaking section of 
the Directions for Administering booklet.

Warm-Up

Questions 1–3 DO NOT SCORE

Repeat/Read Aloud

Question GOOD FLUENCY SOME FLUENCY NO FLUENCY
Number Score Point Score Point Score Point

2 1 0

4 ❍ ❍ ❍

5 ❍ ❍ ❍

6 ❍ ❍ ❍

7 ❍ ❍ ❍

8 ❍ ❍ ❍

SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

Score 2 Good fluency
Easy to understand
No errors or very minor errors

Score 1 Some fluency
Somewhat difficult to understand
Several errors

Score 0 No fluency
Unintelligible
No response
Response in a language other than English
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FOR TEACHER USE ONLY
Virginia SELP Test

Speaking Test Scoring Form

Sentence Completion

Question GOOD STRUCTURE SOME STRUCTURE NO STRUCTURE
Number PRECISE SOME UNINTELLIGIBLE

VOCABULARY VOCABULARY

Score Point Score Point Score Point
2 1 0

9 ❍ ❍ ❍

10 ❍ ❍ ❍

11 ❍ ❍ ❍

12 ❍ ❍ ❍

13 ❍ ❍ ❍

SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

Score 2 Good structure
Precise vocabulary 
Information appropriate
Error free or a few minor errors

Score 1 Some structure
Some vocabulary
Information somewhat appropriate
A few serious errors, but intelligible 

Score 0 No structure
Unintelligible
Insufficient information
No response
Response in a language other than English
Repeating prompt only

Storytelling

Question HIGH LEVEL SHOWS ABILITY SOME ABILITY VERY LITTLE TOO MINIMAL
Number VERY FEW SOME ERRORS NUMEROUS CORRECT UNINTELLIGIBLE

ERRORS ERRORS NO RESPONSE
RESPONSE NOT IN

ENGLISH
Score Point Score Point Score Point Score Point Score Point

4 3 2 1 0

14 ❍ ❍ ❍ ❍ ❍

Speaking Test Scoring Form (continued)
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FOR TEACHER USE ONLY
Virginia SELP Test

Speaking Test Scoring Form

Social Interaction

Question RESPONSE RESPONSE RESPONSE
Number APPROPRIATE SOMEWHAT UNINTELLIGIBLE

APPROPRIATE

Score Point Score Point Score Point
2 1 0

15 ❍ ❍ ❍

16 ❍ ❍ ❍

17 ❍ ❍ ❍

18 ❍ ❍ ❍

19 ❍ ❍ ❍

SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

Score 2 Response appropriate *
Vocabulary precise
Error free or a few very minor errors

Score 1 Response somewhat appropriate
Vocabulary somewhat precise
A few serious errors, but intelligible

Score 0 Response unintelligible
No response
Response in a language other than English
Repeating prompt only

* A one-word response can receive a score of 2 if all criteria are met.

Speaking Test Scoring Form (continued)
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Interpreting the Speaking Score

LEVEL 1 A student at proficiency level 1 may make very few or no responses. This student may try to
communicate mostly with gestures or in a language other than English. This student has little speaking
ability, but may be able to produce isolated words or phrases.

LEVEL 2 A student at proficiency level 2 can initiate and sustain a short conversation using common verb
tense forms (present, past, and future) in simple sentences. A student at this level makes numerous errors in
verb tense formation, often speaks with hesitation, and must use repetition, gestures, and other nonverbal
cues in order to be understood.

LEVEL 3 A student at proficiency level 3 can engage in extended conversations on a broad range of topics;
however, this student may have difficulty producing complex sentence structures, using verb tenses correctly,
and discussing academic topics in-depth without prior preparation.

LEVEL 4 A student at proficiency level 4 can engage in most communicative situations and has a high
degree of fluency and accuracy, making minimal errors that do not interfere with meaning. A student at this
level may lack the content area vocabulary possessed by his or her native English-speaking peers.

VASELP_SW_Manual_r5d2  2/22/05  4:04 PM  Page 119



VIRGINIA SELP SPEAKING / WRITING TRAINING MANUAL

120 Copyright © 2005 by the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Education. Copyright © 2004 by Harcourt Assessment, Inc. All rights reserved.

ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  
PROFICIENCY  TESTPROFICIENCY  TEST

FAQs about the Speaking Test

What should I do during the Warm-Up questions?
As students answer the Warm-Up questions, the teacher/test administrator can take the opportunity to
coach students to speak confidently and loudly. It is important to present the Warm-Up questions in a
friendly and relaxed manner so the student feels comfortable speaking aloud. This is also an opportunity to
encourage students to try to say more than one-word answers.

If the test is untimed, why are there suggested times for pauses between items?
The Speaking test is untimed, but there is a suggested pause time for each item. Usually, if a student cannot
respond within the suggested time, adding more time does not generally increase the likelihood of the
student being able to respond. However, students should never be rushed. So, a student should be given
more time to respond if it appears that the student might be able to answer.

Should I look at the rubric while a student is speaking?
No. If you are reading the rubric, you might miss something important about the student’s response.
However, you should study the full Speaking rubric and examples carefully before you administer the test.
During the test administration itself, you should look primarily at the key words above each score point on
the Scoring Form. If you need some extra help in making a decision, you can glance at the abbreviated
rubric just below the bubbles.

What if the student does not use the picture to complete the sentence?
It is possible that an advanced student might be able to complete the sentence creatively and in a
grammatically accurate manner without relying on the picture provided. If it is clear that the student is not
using previously memorized language, the student should not be penalized for not using the picture.

If the student does not know the vocabulary for what is depicted in the picture, and the completed sentence
is unidiomatic and/or ungrammatical, then the score should be lowered accordingly.

Why are there more points for the Storytelling activity?
For the Storytelling activity, students are allowed a minute to prepare and then respond. The three pictures
allow students the opportunity to create a longer piece of discourse. So, with a range of four points, those
students who tell a story in greater detail can be awarded an appropriate score for their efforts.

What if the student has a one-word response for one of the Social Interaction items?
We are aware that a few of the social interaction Speaking items can elicit a one-word response, although
we generally tried to limit this kind of item. In the Directions for Administering, there is an example of a
correct one-word response, “Great!” to the question, “Hi, how are you?”

However, if a student response is a simple “yes” or “no,” the full 2 points should not be given even though
this answer might be appropriate. With ESL students, plain yes/no responses are often evasions of using the
language. However, an enthusiastic “Great!” can be viewed as idiomatic, and therefore, something quite
different, for which the full 2 points can be given.
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